
 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

01 Jul – 31 Dec 2017  

Programme  

AZIMVTH.ORG 

Participate  
for a month / week / day 
 
On the banks of Ganges, 
in the foothills of 
Himalayas, India 
 
Located inside a century-
old cluster of Arya Samaj 
institutions, spread over 
several sq. km.  
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“Traveller or pilgrim of the inner world, 
Fortunate art thou to reach our brilliant air  
Flaming with thought’s supreme finality.  
O aspirant to the perfect way of life,  
Here find it; rest from search and live at peace.” 

A
ZI

M
V

TH
 A

sh
ra

m
 

Y
o

ke
 A

n
ti

en
ts

, A
rt

if
y 

Fu
tu

re
s 



  

365 Haridwar 
365 Haridwar is the International Artist Residency programme of 
AZIMVTH Ashram. It is unique due to the way it is structured. It is an 
intersection of three aspects, in increasing order of importance, viz. Time, 
Space, and Consciousness. The plan for the residency programmes for 6 
months is detailed here.  

TIME:   The traditional Indian calender year is full of 
celebrations and observances. The programme merges observances and 
celebrations in the Indian calender with the common calendar and the 
United Nations one. Example: Over 10 million persons participate in the 
annual pilgrimage of Kanwar only in Haridwar in the month of July. 
 
SPACE:    
CLUSTER:  The selected events are special to the Space and 
location of the residency. The premises currently provide for a space for 4 
persons. It is situated inside a locality called Arya Nagar which is a part of 
the cluster of related yet independent institutions of the Arya Samaj, the 
Hindu reformist movement founded in 1875. Gurukul Kangri University, 
the first of the cluster, was founded in 1902. The other related 
institutions in the cluster are - a women's temple, a facility for Hindi 
language, and 2 large facilities/communities of those who have retired 
from conventional work and those who have renounced everything. Some 
other institution are branches of Sri Aurobindo Ashram and Patanjal 
Ashram.    
GEOGRAPHY:  The holy Ganges system rolls down the Himalayas 
and merge to become a mighty river entering the plains after Haridwar, 
the ancient town that hosts the cluster. Nanda Devi. with a height of 
about 7 km is the highest Himalayas mountain peak that lies entirely in 
India, in the Uttarakhand state. These present special opportunities to 
creative minds. Example: The Valley of Flowers and Nanda Devi are both 
on the UN World Heritage List.  
ANCIENT HERITAGE: Most important aspect of the space/location is 
the ancient heritage. Haridwar-Rishikesh twin towns is the only place 
being declared by the government of India as national heritage city. The 
root of the Hindu trinity system is Lord Shiva. It is Lord Shiva who has no 
birthday or parents. Haridwar, like Babylon, means 'Gate to God'.  
The ancient heritage has major implications for the culture and beliefs in 
India. Of all the states in India, it is only Uttarakhand, the state to which 
Haridwar belongs, that has Sanskrit as state language. The The twin-town 
is the Yoga capital of the world. Example: In December 2016 UNESCO 
inscribed Yoga on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. 
 
CONSCIOUSNESS: The word AZIMVTH is a stylised form of the word 
Azimuth. A 360 degree view relates to a circle. The counter-part for a 
sphere is Azimuth. This consciousness for widening ones horizons guides 
the programmes . The implications are -A creative person experiments 
and widens his horizons in a dialogue within himself. He also interacts 
with other forms of arts and crafts. Finally, he also seeks to synchronise 
with other sectors beyond arts.    

DURATION:  
 4 weeks: These three aspects make all the programmes available for 
all of the 12 months. However, opportunistically, some weeks are more 
relevant for some activities. One can apply to stay and participate for any 
continuous period of 28 days.  
1 week:   A stay of 1 week or a period of less than 4 weeks is more advisable 
to those who have already planned to participate in any other residency 
programme in/around India in the similar time-period. 
1 day:  Residencies for a period of less than a week are not 
encouraged but still available. 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPATE 
One can apply to participate with 365 Haridwar in 3 
ways: Individual (a person may entirely do her own 
thing or may follow a customised agenda), Group 
(response to a specific call), or Collaborative 
(something in collaboration with another 
organisation / residency in India / abroad). 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 



 
        © Bernini photograph (above) Mary Ann Sullivan  // AZIMVTH Ashram - Yoke Antients, Artify Futures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A River on Shoulders 

4 – 31 July 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

Kanwar Pilgrimage 

IMPORTANT DATES 
04 Jul Start of 4 holy months 
09 Jul Kanwar Pilgrimage starts 
10 Jul The Guru Student Traditions 
16 Jul Sun enters Cancer Zodiac,  
 6 month southward journey 
21 Jul Monsoon Shiva Night 
26 Jul Green Swings 
 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

“Traveller or pilgrim of the inner world, 
Fortunate art thou to reach our brilliant air  
Flaming with thought’s supreme finality.  
O aspirant to the perfect way of life,  
Here find it; rest from search and live at 
peace.” 

 10 million+ participate in this annual pilgrimage that happens 
only in Haridwar India. Devotees from across central and northern 
India begin their journeys the day after sighting of the full moon (09 
July) of Saawan, the 5th month of the Indian calendar.  Arriving at the 
banks of holy Ganga (Ganges) river in Haridwar, they pray, make 
wishes, and atone. They carry Ganges water in pots balanced at the 
two opposite ends of a bamboo stick (called Kanwar in Hindi). They 
walk back to their homes before the next full moon (07 Aug). The holy 
water is offered at a local Shiva temple.   
 A whole new local art landscape has emerged – devotional 
music, dyeing and printing on cotton fabrics, and designing of a variety 
of water containers. AZIMVTH ashram is situated about 100 metres 
from Ganges . Walking just outside, they head to their Ganges which is 
4 km away. 
 

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

 

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

AZIMVTH.ORG 

TARIFF  
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 



 
         ©3 Images - (Right to left) Victoria & Albert Museum, London, The State Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow, and Mola Ram  // AZIMVTH Ashram – Yoke Antients, Artify Futures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sanskrit & Babylon  

01 – 28 August 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

Inspirations from languages, art, culture   

IMPORTANT DATES 
06 Aug   Friendship Day 
07 Aug   Sanskrit Day / Sister’s Day 
14 Aug   Lord Krishna Birth Day 
15 Aug   Independence Day 
              Dahi Handi 
25 Aug   Lord Ganesha Birth Day 

“The world is a spiritual paradox 
Invented by a need in the Unseen, 
A poor translation to the creature’s sense 
Of That which for ever exceeds idea and speech, 
A symbol of what can never be symbolised, 
A language mispronounced, misspelt, yet true.” 

 India has 22 recognised languages. And 36 states and union 
territories. It is only the state of Uttarakhand (in which AZIMVTH 
Ashram is situated) whose official language is Sanskrit, the mother of 
all Indian languages. Only Hindi language is written in the same script 
as Sanskrit. Like AZIMVTH, an old Hindi society is part of the Arya 
Samaj cluster. 
 Haridwar and Babylon both mean ‘Gate to God’. 
 Under threat from the ruling king, Krishna is carried away 
across the river in a basket. He is considered the most recent (3000 BC) 
of the reincarnations of Lord Vishnu, one of the trinity in Hinduism. 
Later, the story of Moses, in a distant land, follows a similar track.  
 While Krishna is associated with a lot of art, it is Lord Ganesha, 
the enabler of new beginnings, who is the deity for arts. 

 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

AZIMVTH.ORG 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

TARIFF 
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 



 
        © MGM / UA, (Below) Shriram Bhartiya Kala Kendra     AZIMVTH Ashram – Yoke Antients, Artify Futures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Death Enables Birth  

03 Sep – 30 September 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

The Drama of Earth   

IMPORTANT DATES 
06 Sep  Ancestors’ Fortnight   
              Starts 
08 Sep  International Literacy Day 
14 Sep  Hindi Day 
19 Sep  Narayani Shila 
21 Sep  9 New Nights 
29 Sep  World Health Day 
30 Sep  Dussehra / International   
              Translation Day 
 

“Armoured, protected by their lethal masks, 
As in a studio of creative Death  
The giant sons of Darkness sit and plan 
The drama of the earth, their tragic stage.” 

 Shraadh is the annual fortnight during which ceremonies are held for 
the souls of the deceased/ ancestors on the relevant days. Naarayani Shila is 
a unique place in India for that. During Shraadh 2015, a Hollywood family 
visited to perform ceremonies for their departed son. 
 The genealogy records of families of north India are maintained by 
hundreds of hereditary priests only in Haridwar. The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Utah, USA maintains a digital database. When people 
come to Haridwar to immerse the ashes after cremation or during Shraadh, 
they visit their respective priests for updating their details. 
 After this, Camilla, a dance – drama on the life of Lord Rama,the 
penultimate Avatar of Lord Vishnu, is performed in 9 parts in as many days 
across the thousands of villages and towns by local non-artists. Ramlila is the  
stage-drama about Lord Rama. On the last day, called Dussehra, giant effigies 
of Ravana, the demon-king filled with fire-crackers are burnt. 
 During this month, International Literacy Day, International 
Translation Day, and Hindi Day are also observed.  

 

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

AZIMVTH.ORG 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 

TARIFF  
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 



 
        © ESO/S. Brunier  / NASA, America.gov, India Posts.  // AZIMVTH Ashram – Yoke Antients, Artify Futures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Celebrations +++  

01 – 28 October 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

Oktoberfest: Aachman of Celestial Ganges    

IMPORTANT DATES 
01 Oct  International Day of Older         
              Persons  
02 Oct  International Day of Non-  
             Violence / Gandhi   
             Birthday 
05 Oct  World Teachers’ Day 
10 Oct  World Mental Health Day 
04 - 10  World Space Week 
11 Oct  International Day of the  
              Girl Child 
12 Oct  World Sight Day 
16 Oct  Ayurveda Day /World   
              Food Day 
19 Oct  Deepavali 
27 Oct  World Day for   
             Audiovisual Heritage 
 

“In us to the intuitive Fire can burn;  
An agent Light, it is coiled in our folded hearts,  
On the celestial levels is its home:  
Descending, it can bring those heavens here.” 

 The United Nations has the most number of observations in the 2nd 
half of its calendar in the month of October.  
 The Hindi / Sanskrit term for the Milky Way galaxy (pictured above) is 
Akash Ganga or the Celestial Ganges alluding to the story of the heavenly 
Ganges landing on Earth near Haridwar.  
 The prefix Mahatma or Great Soul got added to Gandhiji’s name 
when he was staying at the Gurukul Kangri, the first of the part of the cluster 
of Arya Samaj institutions, of which Arya Nagar is also a part where AZIMVTH 
Ashram  is situated.   
 Deepavali (English: Rows of Lights) is the major festival of India. It 
signifies the spirit Asto Ma Sad Gamaya, Tamso Ma Jyotirgamaya, Mrityor 
Ma Amritam Gamaya  – ‘Take me from falsehoods to the truth, darkness to 
light, death to salvation.’ This was part of the closing score of movie Matrix 
and is taken from Brihat Aranyaka Upanishad (300 BC). 

 

AZIMVTH.ORG 

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 

TARIFF  
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 



     
     © (R to L) Isana Goribidnur Kumar, India Posts, Diego Rivera. (3 below) - Edwin Lord Weeks  // AZIMVTH Ashram – Yoke Antients, Artify Futures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wahe Movember! 

01 – 28 November 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

Scribe’s Block Impressions 

IMPORTANT DATES 
01 Nov  Saint Namdev Birthday 
04 Nov  Guru Nanak Birthday 
14 Nov  Children’s Day 
16 Nov  World Philosophy Day 
   International Day for   
              Tolerance 
21 Nov World Television Day 
Nov      Novel Writing Month 

“Half-risen then she sent her gaze around,  
As if to recover old sweet trivial threads,  
Old happy thoughts, small treasured memories,  
And weave them into one immortal day.” 

 Saint Namdev (1270 AD) made devotional compositions on Lord 
Vishnu. His creations are also included in the Guru Granth Sahib, the bible for 
the Sikh. Saint Namdev has a big following in Maharshtra state of which 
Mumbai is the capital.  
 Hundreds of members of the community of traditional weavers and 
block-printers from all over India arrive in Haridwar during the 1st week of 
November, the occasion of the birth day of Saint Namdev. The traditional 
block-printing, as a profession, has got extinguished about a decade ago. Now 
it is considered largely a work of art. Associated art forms of cloth making by 
handlooms and stitching are also available in Haridwar.  
 The relaxed month of November presents an additional good 
opportunity to creative - writers. A fresh cool nip in the air mixes well with 
the gentle river sound for sun-bathing and writing creatively. 

 

 

 

AZIMVTH.ORG 

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 

TARIFF  
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 



 

         
     © (R to L) Theo Gerber, Nicholas Roerich, John Everett Millais. (Below) Anatol Petrytsky   // AZIMVTH Ashram – Yoke Antients, Artify Futures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Decemberists! 

03 – 31 December 2017 (28 days) 
Haridwar, Banks of Ganges, Foothills of Himalayas 

365 Haridwar 
International Art Residency 

Margharita, With A Straw 

IMPORTANT DATES 
03 Dec  International Day of 
              Persons with Disabilities 
11 Dec  Intern’l Mountain Day 
18 Dec  Intern’l Migrants Day 
20 Dec  International (Intern’l)  
              Human Solidarity Day 
21 Dec  Solstice, shortest day 
25 Dec  Christmas 
31 Dec  New Year Eve 

“In ceaseless motion round the purple rim  
Day after day sped by like coloured spokes, 
 And through a glamour of shifting hues of air  
The seasons drew in linked significant dance  
The symbol pageant of the changing year.” 

 Impairment in the human ability isn’t and shouldn’t be a limitation to 
creativity. On the contrary, the Savant syndrome may actually augment 
talents.  The first Braille press of India has been operational about 30 km 
from the AZIMVTH Ashram. 
 Himalayas are the highest mountains of the world. And the Ashram is 
in its foothills about 4 km away. 
         Due to thick forests in the vicinity, the logging industry thrives here. 
There are several saw-mills about 100 m away. And also over a dozen wood 
crafting shops where carpenters are busy.  
 The holidays of December bring welcome leisure time. And 
opportunities to relax, reflect and be blessed by The Carpenter. 

AZIMVTH.ORG  

FOR 

 Sanskrit / Hindi 

 Calligraphy 

 Photography 

 Visual art 

 Documentary 

 Spirituality 

 The Art of Life 

 New media 

 

 

 Linguistics 

 Painting 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Education 

 Yoga 

 Woodwork 

 Everybody 

FACILITIES 

 Visiting Ganges ghats, 
Temples, ashrams 

 Pilgrim interactions 

 Local collaborations 

 Exhibit 

 Print media coverage 

 Local music instruments 

 Conditional access to a 
Braille printing press 

 Conditional access to 
telescope / space 
orientation 

  

TARIFF INCLUDES 

 Personal room 

 Shared studio 

 Options to work at other cluster-
locations 

 3 meals, 2 herbal tea + snacks 

 Sachet tea/coffee 24hrs 

 Daily small basket of fresh flowers 

 Towels, bedding 

 Laundry 

 Travel within city 

 Music guidance 

 Ayurveda doctor visit every 3rd day 
 

AZIMVTH Ashram 
365 Arya Nagar Jwalapur 

Haridwar 249407 
Uttarakhand India 

AZIMVTH@gmail.com 
www.AZIMVTH.org 

TARIFF  
Grant of USD 500 liberally available. 
28 days USD 1450 
07 days USD 500 
01 day  USD 80 


